August 2022
The Gold Rush
On August 16, 1896, prospector George Carmack and
his family were looking for gold along Rabbit Creek,
a tributary of the Klondike River in Canada’s Yukon
Territory. Gold was discovered in vast quantities, and
Carmack immediately filed claims to mine the land.
Word of the find quickly spread, and by the end of
August, the length of the entire creek had been
claimed by gold miners. Not even winter could stop
the miners, and prospectors raced by dog sled to the
Klondike and the newly renamed Bonanza Creek.
It wasn’t until July of 1897 that the first shipments of
Klondike gold arrived in the cities of Seattle and San
Francisco. The gold shipments were valued at $1.13
million. (That’s over one billion of today’s dollars!)
Word of the gold spread like wildfire, and soon
prospectors from all over the world were flooding
the West Coast and preparing for the journey north.
A great economic boom hit cities like Seattle and San
Francisco, which birthed outfitting and supply
industries for the prospectors.
It is estimated that 100,000 people attempted the
trip into the Klondike between the summers of 1897
and 1898. Many gold-seekers had no experience
whatsoever in mining or prospecting. Mass
resignations occurred across the country as people
left their livelihoods behind to search for riches. Even
Seattle’s mayor left his post to try his luck. Of the
100,000 aspiring gold miners, only 30,000 eventually
made it to the Klondike.
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Lorilee 8/5
Betty 8/6
Dean 8/6
Janet 8/6
Ellwood 8/9
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Bargain Hunters
The second week in August
is Bargain Hunting Week,
but where can you find a
bargain these days?
According to experts, there are always
deals to be had, if you know when and
where to look.

Restaurants are often the least crowded
on Tuesday, so they offer two-for-one or
kids-eat-free deals to lure customers.
Grocery stores often receive new
deliveries each week, so you’re more
Travel to the Yukon proved treacherous thanks to
likely to find discounted meats and
mountainous terrain and unpredictable weather. The produce on delivery day. Electronics
Canadian government issued strict food and
retailers will start stocking new models in
equipment requirements for prospectors in an
April, so shoppers often find great deals
attempt to prevent death from exposure and
on year-old models throughout the spring
starvation. Of the 30,000 who made it to the Yukon,
only 4,000 struck gold. And of these 4,000, only a few and summer. Experts swear that the
best airfare prices can be found at 3 p.m.
hundred became rich. By the summer
on a Tuesday, as all airlines race to
of 1898, the word Klondike was spoken with scorn.
As rumors of gold found in other northern locales
match discounts offered by the major
spread, the Klondike was abandoned, and the gold
airlines the previous Monday.
rush was over.
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Arrr-Gust
Shiver me timbers, August is International Pirate
Month. Historians consider the Golden Age of
Piracy to have occurred between the 1650s and
1730s. It was during this period that the likes of
Blackbeard, Captain Kidd, Calico Jack, and Anne
Bonny made their notorious reputations.
It is no coincidence that the Golden Age of Piracy
coincided with an era punctuated by the shipping
of valuable goods across
vast oceans to Europe.
European kingdoms had
laid claim to distant colonies
in North America, West
Africa, and India. Sea
routes used for the shipping of spices, gold, and
other goods provided perfect targets for pirates
looking for power, riches, and prestige.
A major factor that contributed to the rise of piracy
was the rise of naval power. Empires like Spain
and England used brutal methods to bolster their
navies. Sailors were not so much recruited as
kidnapped and forced into conscription. After
receiving extensive training and experience on
the high seas, many sailors, disgusted with their
shoddy treatment and pay, left the navy for piracy.
It was common for pirates to be hunted by the
very navies they had once served in.
Much of what we know about piracy comes from
the book A General History of the Pyrates, written
in 1724 by Captain Charles Johnson. The true
identity of Captain Charles Johnson remains
a mystery, as there is no record of such a man
ever existing. Despite a certain lack of credulity,
Johnson’s fanciful accounts of several pirates,
including Blackbeard, Charles Vane, and Calico
Jack, have defined piracy for centuries. It was
this book that introduced the familiar tropes of
buried treasure, missing limbs and eyes, and the
pirate flag known as the Jolly Roger. This book
also inspired Robert Louis Stevenson to write
Treasure Island. While we may never be able
to separate pirate fact from fiction, we can be
sure that the romance of piracy will capture our
imaginations for many years to come.

Our entertainers for this month:

Aug 2- National Night Out
Mary Hall at 1pm (CR)
Mary will be playing for us as we
have our National Day Out. Come
and join us and get to know our
neighbors.

Activity Updates:
Here are the activities we are doing in August. If you have any activity or outing ideas, please let Renee
know.
Community OutreachAug 1- We will be making a simple gift for our police officers in Coon Rapids that we are giving to them the
next day.

After our entertainers visit, we will
have Officer Tim Warren come and
visit with us.

Outings:

Aug 19- Blue Ox Band and Happy
Hour (CR)

August 25 Walmart 9:30

August 17 Goodwill Thrift Store 9:45
Aug 22 Library 3:30
August 24 Bison Fishing 8:30
Aug 29 Sunflower field 10:00
Armchair Travel: We will be discussing the Yukon Territory in Canada and the goldrush. Join us as we talk
about the history of this region and the people. There will be a desert at the end of this fun time on Aug 4.
Craft Time:
The craft room will be open every Thursday from 10-12. Come by and explore your creative side.
Aug 18th and 25th- We will be painting a canvas picture. It is a two-part painting so you must be able to be at
both dates.
Our movies this month:
Aug. 1 – Patch Adams at 2pm
Aug 15 – The Bucket List at 2pm
Aug 29- The Lost City at 2pm
Jeopardy- Jeopardy will be on Aug 11th at 2pm in the Movie Room. Come and join us for fun and laughter.
There will be prizes for the winning team.

